
Index of English Poems in Various Genres and Meters 
 

John Farrell 
 

(page numbers from Ferguson, Salter, and Stallworthy, The Norton Anthology of 
Poetry, Shorter Fifth Edition) 

 
Anapestic poems 
Byron, “The Destruction of Sennacherib” 
Poe, “Annabel Lee,” 618 
Tennyson, “Break, Break, Break,” 631 
Arnold, “Rugby Chapel” 
See Limerick 
 
Archaism 
Gray, “On a Distant Prospect of Eton College,” 407 
 
Ballad meter 
Early English Ballads, 86-98 
Southwell, “The Burning Babe,” 162 
Phillips, “To My Excellent Lucasia,” 312 
Wordsworth, “A Slumber Did My Spirit Seal” 
Keats, “La Belle Dame Sans Merci,” 579 
Howe, “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” 673 
Christina Rosetti, “When I Am Dead, My Dearest,” 733 
Dickinson, “I Heard a Fly Buzz,” 727 
Dickinson, “My Life Had Stood,” 728 
Hardy, “In Time of the Breaking of Nations,” 751 
Hardy, “Drummer Hodge,” 745 
Hardy, “The Darkling Thrush, 746 
Yeats, “Long-legged Fly,”  
Yeats, “Crazy Jane Talks with the Bishop,” 780 
 
Blank verse 
Marlowe, Prologue to Tamburlaine 
Shakespeare, “All the world’s a stage,” from As You Like It 2:7 
Shakespeare, “To be or not to be,” Hamlet 3:2 
Milton, Paradise Lost 4: 1-113 
Wordsworth, “The Boy of Winander,” from The Prelude IV 
Tennyson, “Ulysses,” 629 
Frost, “Mending Wall,” 278 
Yeats, “The Second Coming,” 774 
 
Carpe diem poems 
Herrick, “To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time,” 228 
Marvell, “To His Coy Mistress,” 293 
 
Catalectic tetrameter 
Shakespeare, “Fear No More the Heat o’the Sun,” 181 
(cf. Collins, “To fair Fidele’s grassy tomb”) 
Auden, “Lullaby,” 936 
Auden, “In Memory of W. B. Yeats,” 939 (final section) 
(cf. “Nursery Rhymes”) 
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Dactylic 
Poe, “The Raven,” 615 
Longfellow, from Evangeline, 597 
 
Diction 
Herrick, “Upon Julia’s Clothes,” 229 
Larkin, “This Be the Verse,” 1033 
Poe, “The Bells” 
 
Dimeter 
Byron, “When We Two Parted,” 511 
Auden, “This Lunar Beauty”  
 
Dramatic monologue 
Browning, “Porphyria’s Lover,” 642 
Browning, “My Last Duchess,” 643 
Tennyson, “Ulysses,” 629 
 
Ekphrasis 
Auden, “Musée des Beaux Arts,” 939 
Keats, “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” 585 
 
Elegy 
Tichborne, “My Prime of Youth is but a Frost of Cares,” 120 
Jonson, “On My First Son,” 209 
Milton, “Lycidas” 
Johnson, “On the Death of Dr. Robert Levet”  
Gray, “Ode (On the Death of a Favorite Cat),” 409 
 
Epigram 
Martial, 7.94 
Jonson, “The Hourglass” 
Wilbur, “Epistemology” 
 
Epitaph 
Swift, “On the Death of a Late Famous General” 
Samuel Johnson, “On the Death of Mr. Robert Levett” 
Landor, “Dying Speech of an Old Philosopher,” 509 
Beerbohm, “Epitaph for G. B. Shaw” 
 
Free verse 
Smart, “For I will consider my cat Jeoffrey,” 417 
Whitman, Song of Myself, 679 
Whitman, “When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer,” 689 
Lawrence, “Bavarian Gentians,” 843 
Ginsberg, “Howl,” 1061 
Plath, “Colossus”  
Gluck, “Gretel in Darkness” 
 
Heroic couplets 
“MacFlecknoe,” 303 
“Absalom and Achitophel” 
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Pope, from The Rape of the Lock 
Pope, from Essay on Man 
Pope, An Epistle to Arbuthnot 
Frost, “The Tuft of Flowers” 
 
Heroic stanzas 
Dryden, Annus Mirabilis 
Rochester, “The Maimed Debauchee,” 323 
 
Iambic pentameter 
Keats, “When I Have Fears” 
Robinson, “Richard Cory,” 787 
 
Idiosyncratic forms 
John Fuller, “The Kiss” 
 
Imagery 
Shakespeare, “This royal throne of kings, this scepter'd isle,” Richard II, I, i 
Tennyson, “Mariana,” 619 
Tennyson, “Now Sleeps the Crimson Petal,” 632 
 
Imagism 
Pound, “In a Station of the Metro” 
Williams, “The Red Wheelbarrow” 
 
In Memoriam stanza 
Tennyson, In Memoriam, 1, 2, 10, 50, pages 633-35 
Yeats, “In Memory of Eva Gore-Booth and Con Markeiwicz”  
 
Inscription 
Yeats, “To Be Carved on a Stone at Thoor Ballylee” 
Shelley, “Ozymandias”  
 
Limerick 
Pynchon, “There was an engineer named Hector” 
 
Lyrics in sequence 
Frost, “The Most of It,” “Never Again Would Birds’ Song Be the Same” (807); “The 
Subverted Flower”  
 
Metaphor 
Donne, “The Flea,” 202 
Arnold, “To Marguerite,” 704 
 
Narrative 
Keats, “The Eve of St. Agnes,” 569 
Bishop, “In the Waiting Room,” 964 
Gluck, “Gretel in Darkness” 
 
Nursery rhyme 
“Twinkle, twinkle, little star” 
(cf. Blake, “The Tyger,” 446) 
Auden, “Autumn Song” 
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 (cf. Plath, “Daddy”) 
 
Ode 
Dryden, “A Song for St. Cecilia’s Day,” 308 
Keats, “Ode to a Nightingale,” 582 
Shelley, “Ode to the West Wind,” 543 
Crane, “Proem: To Brooklyn Bridge,” 907 
 
Original stanzas 
Donne, “The Sun Rising,” 193 
Donne, “A Valediction of Weeping,” 197 
Herbert, “Love (III)” 
Hardy, “A Broken Appointment,” 745 
 
Ottava rima 
Byron, Don Juan 
Yeats, “Sailing to Byzantium” 
  
Pastoral 
Marlowe, “The Passionate Shepherd,” 168 
Raleigh, “The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd,” 121 
Marvell, “Damon the Mower” 
 
Pentameter-tetrameter transitions 
Milton, “L’Allegro” and “Il Perseroso,” 260 and 263 
Blake, “Auguries of Innocence,” 
Coleridge, “Kubla Khan,” 486 
 
Refrain 
Yeats, “The Stolen Child,” 767 
 
Riddle 
English Riddles, 10 
Ralegh, “Three Things There Be”  
Plath, “Mirror” 
 
Rhyme 
Hardy, “The Respectable Burgher” 
Hardy, “Wives in the Sere” 
Byron, Don Juan 
 
Rime royale 
Chaucer, Troilus and Criseyde 
Wyatt, “They Flee from Me,”  
Yeats, “A Bronze Head” 
Auden, “Letter to Lord Byron” 
 
Sestina 
Sidney, “Ye Goatherd Gods,” 154 
Kipling, “Sestina of the Tramp Royal” 
Bishop, “Sestina,” “A Miracle for Breakfast” 
Ashbery, “The Painter” 
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Shape poems 
Herbert, “Easter Wings,” 236 
 
Sixain 
Burns, “To a Mouse,” 452 
 
Song 
Shakespeare’s Songs, 181-82 
Waller, “Go, Lovely Rose,” 251 
 
Sonnet—Petrarchan 
Sidney, “I on my Horse,” 159 
Milton, “Methought I Saw My Late Espousèd Saint,” 275 
Wordsworth, “The World,” 484 
Yeats, “Leda and the Swan,” 776 
 
Sonnet—Shakespearean 
Shakespeare, “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?” 171 
Shakespeare, “When, in disgrace with fortune,” 171 
Shakespeare, “The expense of spirit in a waste of shame,” 177 
Donne, “Death be not proud,” 207 
Wordsworth, “Scorn Not the Sonnet,” 486 
 
Spenserian stanza 
Spenser, The Faerie Queen 
Keats, The Eve of Saint Agnes 
Byron, Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage 
Shelley, Adonais 
 
Sprung rhythm 
Hopkins, “Pied Beauty” and “The Windhover,” 755 
“As Kingfishers Catch Fire, 756 
“Spring and Fall, 757 
(cf. Dylan Thomas, “A Refusal to Mourn,” 988)  
 
Stanzas 
Donne, “A Valediction of Weeping,” 197 
Herbert, “Love (III),” 111 
Tennyson, “The Lady of Shalott,” 621 
Wordsworth, “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,” 783 
Tennyson, “The Charge of the Light Brigade” 
Dickinson, “I Died for Beauty” 
Hardy, “The Convergence of the Twain” 
 
Terza rima 
Morris, “The Defense of Guinevere” (?) 
Shelley, “Ode to the West Wind,” 543 
Yeats, “Cuchulain Comforted” 
  
Tetrameter 
Marvell, “To His Coy Mistress,” 293 
Swift, “The Lady’s Dressing Room,” 336 
Blake, “The Auguries of Innocence” Wordsworth, “The Solitary Reaper,” 629 
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Wordsworth, “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,” 483 
Carroll, “Jabberwocky,” 736 
Henley, “In Victus” 
Housman, “Terence, This Is Stupid Stuff,” 762 
Yeats, “Who Goes with Fergus” 
Yeats, “Why Should Not Old Men Be Mad?” 
Frost, “Provide, Provide,” 805 
Lowell, “Waking Early Sunday Morning” 
 
Trimeter 
Ralegh, “The Lie,” 122 
Nash, “Adieu,” 186 
Byron, “So we’ll go no more a-roving,” 512 
Yeats, “Easter 1916,” 772 
Yeats, “The Fisherman”  
 
Triolet 
Wendy Cope, “Valentine” 
 
Triplet 
“Upon Julia’s Clothes,” 229 
 
Trochaic 
Shakespeare, “Double, double, toil and trouble,” from Macbeth 
Longfellow, “Hiawatha,” 597 
 
Vilanelle 
Henley, “Vilanelle” 
Thomas, “Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night,” 991 
Bishop, “One Art,” 966 
Roethke, “The Waking,” 956 
 
Browning, “Home-Thoughts from Abroad,” 649 
Housman, “Lovliest of Trees,” 760 
Blake, “Ah, Sunflower,” 447 


